Fitness for Slaughter

With culls going away (or hopefully going away)
on trucks soon, no-one wants to receive notification from the works
that their animal has been condemned or shot on arrival.

The guidelines are that the animals should:

-Be fit healthy and strong

-Be able to bear weight on all 4 limbs

-Have no visable bleeding, disease or deformity
-Be over condition score 2.5

This excludes animals with bleeding photosensitization lesions, cancer
eye, discharging abscesses, blown out udders.

AND DON'T FORGET TO CHECK THE
MEAT WITHOLDING TIMES!!!

CONDITION SCORE 2.5
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MAKING THE MOST OF DRY COW
THERAPY

Do you use whole herd dry cow therapy every yedrsiitl have a Bulk
Somatic Cell Count (BSCC) that is higher than yauld like? Dry cow
therapy is the biggest animal health investmemiagh dairy farming season.
It makes sense to try and get the best possiblétsédsom the money spent.

The aims of inserting long acting antibiotics itle udder at drying off are
to: Cure existing infections.

Prevent infections over the drying off period.
Most products quite successfully achieve both tiyesds and have research
to prove it. So why do some farms still have BS€sLies despite using
whole herd dry cow therapy?

By the time cows calve, the antibiotics have t@bee from the udder or
inhibitory substance grades would be incurred. €start to lose their
keratin plug two weeks or more before calving arfddtions can then be
caught that replace the infections that were cbgedry cow therapy.
Keeping cows in as clean an environment as posaitdéor inserting an
internal teat sealant at drying off can prevenséhgeri-calving infections.

Not all cows can be cured with dry cow therapy.w&athat have high
individual somatic cell counts for two consecutseasons despite dry cow
therapy in the intervening dry period need to bédu If these non-cured
cows make up quite a proportion of the herd, the&8 will be high the
following season because of their contributionelfscto the vat but also
because they provide a reservoir of infection tmfect the herd. Even
when teat spray is applied properly at the rightocemtrations it only prevents
50% of new infections coming from other cows.

Cows can also catch infections from themselvesepitgy teat skin healthy is
essential to maximising the cow’'s defences ag&iesbwn skin bacteria and
environmental bacteria. Using the right levels mibdient, not over milking,
operating machines at the correct vacuum leveisgumers which suit your
herd and replacing them regularly are all importanhaintaining teat health.

Mastitis control can not be achieved by dry cowdbpg alone. For the best
results to be achieved it has to be used as apartoncerted mastitis con-
trol plan that requires daily attention to detail.

Talk to your Key Vet about making the most of dow therapy.
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At this time of year all stock, including beef aninals and bulls that are staying for winter need to hve had their
annual booster so they are protected from these chenges.

Pigs are sometimes reared on dairy farms. Thigtray carry is more likely to cause abortion ai@kness in cows than
“cow” strain. Itis very hard to get yourself spulously clean when going from the pigs sty todbars. Pigs should be
vaccinated twice, a month apart as they arriveaom f
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Sheep, rats, deer and pigs can all shed leptospitheir urine. The bacteria can
live for months in a damp, cool environment (sd thirive in Southland!).

Even if your stock are not mixed with deer or sheepif they graze the same
paddocks they can be at risk. Lepto is caught bgtrworkers at sheep and deer
only slaughter plants and recent surveys showitlfiettion is quite common in
both species.

Rats are common in cow sheds that feed supplenfemise kind of poisoning
scheme can limit the risk of them contaminatingféesl bins.
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Copper is important for cartilage and bone growth in young animals, immune system function ,
repair of damaged tissues, and for cows to cycle well. Only 5% of ingested copper is absorbed by
the animal. There are many animal and dietary factors that influence the absorption of copper.
Young animals absorb copper better than older animals. Individual animals show a two fold
differences in their ability to absorb copper. Copper absorption is decreased in the presence of
high levels of molybdenum and sulphur, zinc, cadmium, or iron.

Copper levels drop over winter because of increased soil ingestion. Even when wintering on grass
and silage there can be quite significant drops in copper levels over winter sometimes of up to
1000 umol/kg of liver tissue. For this reason we recommend liver levels of at least 1500 umol/kg
pre winter so that levels never go below 300-400 umol/kg.

Important notes when feeding FODDER BEET

Fodder beets are NOT equal to swedes. Sugar contents in beets are highemteédesrss there is
even higher risk of developimgminal acidosis
Make sure cows are transitioned onto fodder beets gradually over 10-14 days.
Don’t feed more than 60% of the diet as fodder beet. Straw and hay are veryminjooiead with it
to keep the rumen healthy. The ideal beet:silage:straw ratio would be
50-60% fodder beet : 30-40% silage/baleage : 10% straw/hay
Make sure you check the DM content of the crop. The DM% can vary a lot betweenl&-@294)
and therefore it can under/over estimate the amount you are feeding in a big way.
Feed characteristics of fodder beet are that it has higher DM conterttie brassicas (10-22%), is
low in protein (7-11%), high in ME (12-13.5 MJME/kg DM), is high in soluble carbohydrate buhlow
minerals
Beet leaves can contdiigh oxalate concentrationsThis makes it a
dangerous feed for springers or transition cows. Brassicas are in
general not ideal transition feed but fodder beet is worse. Oxalates
bind calcium which precipitatesilk feverin the close up cow.
If you have to swap between fodder beet and brassicas make sure you
do this gradually as they are quite different feeds.
Watch cows closely for acidosis (watery, smelly dung, reduced cud
chewing , dull appearance) remember “only” 1 or 2 cows with
acidosis over winter is the tip of the iceberg, you are bound to have
more “weird” sudden deaths for months to come .......

Fifty years ago the gold standard approach to DCT was using short actingtpmuudected cows only.
Since then long-acting dry cow therapies have become available as theagdatd treatment.

We know that DCT helps to cure existing infections and prevent new infections inlthpagtiof the dry
period. Dry Cow antibiotics currently available have a protective period in the uddert@flO weeks. How-
ever the risk of new infection increases significantly two weeks prioltmgagenerally when antibiotic
activity has worn off, leaving some cows totally exposed to new infections. Hovemest research has
suggested that DCT has evolved once more.

There have been several studies overseas and in New Zealand consiattinttiiat using a DC antibiotic
followed with Teatseal (Combination Therapy) on infected cows, resultsnificagtly fewer cases of
mastitis at calving and out to 100 days of lactation.

Also an exciting finding was that this reduction in mastitis is even grigatgirls with dry period lengths
greater than 10 weeks. This is because no antibiotic lasts beyond 10 weeks, metawimgnttizese cows
calve they are more prone to picking up mastitis. This is something to realliy Imeimd and discuss with us
during your dry cow consult.

Adding Teatseal to your DCT programme means the udder is protected right up urghtbeal is removed
by suckling or hand stripping. This helps prevent new infections over the dry periodahisnmortantly at
calving time. You would get the most benefit out of using Combination Therapy on anygafgiveith high
SCC'’s, dry period length greater than 10 weeks, or if you use a calving padete@ak on and can't offer
cows a clean environment to calve on. Remember that Strep uberis is found in the higleestatamns
where the cows have been in the last 2 weeks. S&resh mud is actually cleaner and has lower Strep
uberis counts than a calving pad in mid Augusthat has had 1/2 the herd calve on it.



