Don’t
FORGET!
. It is time to get your completed Lepto forms back to us if you are on Leptosure.

. Don’t get caught out when transporting those “unwanted” cows, if you think that ghaptdit
for travel give us a call and a vet can come and allocate a Transporic@extifi

. Dry Cow is just around the corner, don't leave it till the last minute, if you havealspar when
your next coming to town call ahead and book to talk to your KeyVet for you Dry Cow Consult
Also if you start collecting milk samples from any mastitis cased freeze them. We can carry
out milk cultures, to give you a better idea of what DryCow product is most subalyleur cows.

. Another note for Dry Cow is that our two technicians Charlotte and Laura atald® to come
and help put your Dry Cow Therapy in, Teach new staff, or do it for you. Call thetdibaok in
the girls, 03 203 9220 / 03 204 8233, Gore/ Tapanui.

Vaccinate with Rotavec® Corona and avoid all the umecessary stress,
work and lost production that come with calf scours

Calf scours remains one of the most widespreaagsiéseaffecting young calves, and will affect villjuavery dairy and beef unit that
rears calves at some time. It's costly to your faeind places unwanted stress on you, your famiyfanm staff - at a time when
you're already flat out.
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o
The benefits of vaccination with Rotavec Coronavee# proven and experienced on many New Zealandgal (H:g%\:g;

VACCINE 100ML |

e Reduce the stress, time and cost commitments dihdeaith scours for you, your family and staff.
e Helps maximise the future productivity of your aadvin later life.

e Prevention is sound risk management.

Now is the time to start planning to protect this pring’s crop of calves.
Individual cows can be vaccinated between 12 aweeks prior to calving.
To maximise the benefits of vaccination:

e Vaccinate the herd 3 weeks prior to planned-stdatving, this means all cows calving in the figsiveeks will be covered.
e Vaccinate all pregnant cows and heifers to ens@amum amounts of antibody-rich colostrum will beadable.

« Good management of colostrum is vital - ensurectffe transfer of the protective antibodies frora tiow to calf following
birth, and in subsequent weeks.

Talk to your veterinarian now.
Prevention by vaccination is the only practical opbn .
LTD
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Drying off provides a great opportunity to clean up your herd after all the hard work thosehaldebeen doing this season.
This time of year SCC will be creeping up and staph-aureus will be rearirgjyiteead. Correctly used dry cow therapy
gives the best chance of curing these infections, and protects the cows from picking upat®msrdaring their transition
periods when natural defenses are low.

As I'm sure you will have noticed, treating all quarters of all cows doesn’t cheapc- it's a significant investment into next
year’s production. This is why it pays to do things properly when drying off, if it's a rushedyolion't get the desired
results.

. Set enough time aside. You want to be able to get the job done without getting so fed up you entyup cutti
corners. Allow an hour per 25 cows for each person.

. Cleanliness is paramount. Start with a clean shed, wear gloves. Use plentywigesaindSCRUB TEAT
ENDS THOUROGHLY . We are aiming for the teat end to be surgically sterile, so no bugs get inserted up int
the teat canal to stay for the dry period. Get into a routine so you don’t miss out alstagthecfurthest away
teats first, and give the teat end another good clean just before insertion.

. Use patrtial insertion if possible. This practice is associated with bedtdts— i.e. better results at no further cost
— bargain.
. Some products are hard to insert if very cold, you could keep the bucket of tubes indo@stthefaie. If you

are using warm (not hot!) water to prevent this issue you need to avoid getting theetibBsit the bucket of
tubes into the warming bucket. If the tubes get contaminated water on thewvillylmeiinserting bugs into the
teats.

. Teatspray cows after insertion, then return them to clean pasture. We wamintsenthe possibility of cows
lying down in contaminated areas with open teat canals. Think ‘clean but lean’ pas-

ture.

Every year someone gets in trouble for inhibitory substances in the bulk tank ke teated
cow has rejoined the milking mob. Don't let it be yddARK ALL COWS TREATED! So
you can see them if they sneak back in to the shed. Keep good records: tag numbers of &
that are treated that day, date, product used, meat and milk withholds, this means yoitdcar, ot
any unforeseen inhibitory substance troubles later. =
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Our technicians are available to help, either teaching your staff or joining poutdensert DCT. Please call in to book a
soon as you can to avoid disappointment, demand was high last season. You will need to spealoto taeheto arrange
this, either Charlotte or Laura.

VetSouth’s New Arrival e

Rebecca has Popped!!!! Rebecca our Farm Servigasr8sior N4
has given birth to a bonny we lad, Matthew Greddiigton 71b,
20z. They are both doing well and enjoying beingkiat home.
Well done Rebecca and Greg you both make fantaatents!!
Pictures to come :)
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Winter Transition Management

Use of brassica crops for winter feed is a well-known tradition in Southland.ydibaltorassica species used include
rape, chou, turnips, and of course, swedes. These crops are great for providing fieeel aftthe year when pasture su
ply is low, however, there are risks involved, and feeding crop causes a number diecdliteeach year. With the right

information and proper grazing management, the risk of stock loss can be reduced. Camess@sithat affect cows on

crop include: nitrate poisoning, bloat, acidosis, thiamine/vitamin B1 deficiencpépckphalomalacia a.k.a. PEM),
haemolytic anaemia (red water), fog fever (acute interstitial pneumondibgopper deficiency. The first 2-3 weeks on

crop makes up the critical period, when most of these ilinesses occur. This resultelietakes about 2-3 weeks for the

rumen to adjust from one feed type to the other, and cows are often not properly transitweed feeds. Bloat, acidosis

and red water especially are associated with abrupt changes from pastaps &mdmpoor practices for feeding out roug
age material while cows are on crop. Even ignoring these illnesses, pooramnamsitiagement can result in cows eatin
less over the 2-3 week transition period, resulting in loss of condition.

Three important things we need to keep in mind about transition management are: rum@rgaitsm populations

(rumen bugs), fibre and anti-nutritional factors. Rumen bugs are responsible for didnestimagerial that cows eat, which

releases energy that the cows can then use for milk production, growth, etc. Some bugs amdiggsiohg plant fibre,
while others are good at digesting sugars and starches. When a cow comes off of grasepheillrhave a large

population of plant fibre-digesting bugs and a small population of sugar and starch-digesting Sliggo#s straight onto
a full diet of crop (which has high levels of sugar and starch), she will not have the rumen baggomuproperly utilise

that feed type. The result will be a drop in rumen pH, causing gut upset, feed wastage diot tosslat the least, but
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bloat and acidosis will likely occur as well. Fibre is important becausenitlsties the rumen to contract, thus thoroughly

mixing the digesta. Fibre also stimulates cows to chew cud, resulting in produciainaf Saliva has a compound that

buffers the rumen pH, preventing it from dropping too low and causing gut upset and acidosis. rifintiaidactors
include things like nitrates and thiaminases that are stored in crop. Good tranait@gement can heIp dilute these
factors and reduce their effect on cows. T TE

The important rules for good transition management are:

1. Slow introduction onto crop— cows go onto crop for 2 — 3 hours a day and are then takern
(leaving the gate open to a grass paddock doesn’t count!). Gradually increaseuhedmimp
offered over a 2 — 3 week period. Eir
2. Never put hungry cows on cropthis will most likely result in acidosis, bloat or nitrate poisd
ing. Feed a good fibre source such as straw or hay before putting cows onto the crop, so that theyala fe#diag
frenzy. This practice should be continued throughout winter, before opening every new break.

3. Always allow access to hay, straw or another fibrous feedaterial while the cows are on crop. This will help the
moderate their diet. The roughage feed needs to be close to the new break. If thevihagtcsis only fed out near the
paddock gate, as the break moves further down the paddock, cows will stop trudging back acrods$ahé. As a re-
sult, some cows will develop bloat and acidosis.

4. Watch the cows. If something is wrong, investigate. People often accept that if there’s likebtye’s going to be
dead stock, but one or two dead cows on crop may be a sign that something is affecting theowmelehgick it out be-
fore it gets out of hand. Bloat, nitrate poisoning, haemolytic anaemia and fog feveriodiaste Signs include sudden
deaths, bloated guts, staggering, and difficulty breathing. Acidosis can result inetogvefii-colour, off-feed, dehy-
drated, down or found suddenly dead. A rapid response is necessary to protect the healthcoial the

Some cows will not do well on crop- remove these from the group and winter them on pasture.

Transition management for cows going onto crop may seem like a big hassle, but it's aaningmbitity, and doing a
good vs. poor job can be the difference between having stock that thrive over the wiatkoipkaving stock that lose
condition or die.
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DRY COW THERAPY (DCT)...... A NEW ERA OF TREATMENT

Fifty years ago the gold standard approach to DCT was using short acting pordindested cows only! Fortunately
we’ve evolved onto whole-herd long-acting therapy as the gold standardaneatiet still, come calving time most
you still experience annoying, not to mention costly cases of mastitis.

We know that DCT helps to cure existing infections and prevent new infeatitims ¢arly

part of the dry period. Dry Cow antibiotics currently available have tegiree period in the udder of up to 10 weeks
However the risk of new infection increases significantly two wegelor to calving, generally when antibiotic activit

has worn off, leaving some cows totally exposed to new infections. Howeeet research has suggested that DCT

has evolved once more!
There have been several studies overseas and in New Zealand coysistémg that using a DC antibiotic followed
with Teatseal (Combination Therapy) on infected cows, results irfisayutly fewer cases of mastitis at calving and
to 100 days of lactation!

INCIDENCE OF DRY PERIOD AND PERI-CALVING MASTITIS INCIDENCE OF DRY PERIOD AND PERI-CALVING MASTITIS

Mastitis Cases (%)
Mastitis Cases (%)

Orbenin Enduro Orbenin Enduro + Teatseal Orbenin Enduro Orbenin Enduro + Teatseal

Also an exciting finding was that this reduction in mastitis is evertegréa girls with dry period lengths greater tha
10 weeks! This is because no antibiotic lasts beyond 10 weeks, meaniwgehahese cows calve they are more
prone to picking up mastitis. This is something to really bear in mind and digithiass during your dry cow consult.

NEW INFECTIONS AT CALVING

B S BT I8 Cephalonium Alone B Cephalonium / Teatseal Combination
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All >10 Weeks Dry Period

<10 Weeks Dry Period

Adding Teatseal to your DCT programme means the udder is protedtedpigntil the Teatseal is removed by suck
ling or hand stripping. This helps prevent new infections over the dry periad@stdmportantly at calving time. Yo
would get the most benefit out of using Combination Therapy on any of the girlkiglt SCC’s, dry period length
greater than 10 weeks, or if you regularly have high levels of calvingtimasthe herd.

We have a cost benefit calculator available to use during your @my@®nsult to help assess the economic benefit
combination therapy on your farm. Cutting back on DCT, although saving money short termecao$e bigger
problems and negate any perceived savings, as well as taking up valmaltesting mastitis cases. Your Dry Cow
Consult is a great chance to go through the options, and work out a plan thas lyenefijirls the most!
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Pre Dry-Off Drenching

Have you thought about your pre dry off drenching plan for this season? Were you even planning to goltthidk it's
necessary in your herd?

It is a tough one — figuring out whether it would be beneficial to spend hard earned $$$ on grecialiyeshen your
cows aren’t outwardly showing signs of high worm burden. Merial Ancare have come up wjting hand at making tha
decision. For the past couple of yearsBIB2JJRE Milk Test has been available. This test is performed on a well mixe
milk sample from the vat and can determine whether you have high, medium or Iawlgpatasitic challenge within the
herd.

Cows with a high worm burden use valuable energy mounting an immune response to prevefitonolaying eggs
(which is why Faecal Egg Counts are almost always low in adult cows), thdyaals a decreased appetite and reduced
intake — this all results in decreased production. In short more worms

—

= less milk solids = decreased profits!

The graph shows how high levels of parasitic antibodies in your
can result in substantial milk losses.

Studies show that drenching with Eprinex results in increased gr
times and decreased ‘idling times’; this in turn leads to increasec
solids and an improvement in body condition score. Heifers hav
also been shown to have better fertility (decreased calving to col
tion time and increased pregnancy rates in heifers) if treated witl
Eprinex.

Milk Lozzes from Parasites
litres/cow per day
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From the results of the BSURE milk test and a consultation with

of our vets you can decide whether or not pre dry off drenching i
necessary in your herd. We have a wide range of drenches ava
for you to pick from. Either way you'll be a winner — the test may

Sourcs: Sanchez J. ef af¥a Parastol 107, 2002, Chardier J. st al Pravenive ki Mad 66,
2005, Gharfar J o af Wi Pamsig 129, 2008, Chariar J af af Vet Pamaind 143, 2007,

show your cows are fighting fit and not dealing with the hassle of worms — in which cassnysave money by not drenc

ing...... or it may show a worm burden you weren'’t expecting, in which case spending a weeasit oficrench should
reap rewards both in milk solids next season and the condition of your cows.

If you are interested in using the BSURE milk test, or just want to find out more, pop intin@srta have a chat and pic
up a form.

Do you really know the quality of your supplement f eed???

ble to make an informed
junction with pasture to achieve high performance t his

Don’t you want to know the  actual nutritional value of your supplements, and to be a
decision on how best to feed your supplement in con

SO AR A
spring???
Contact the Gore Clinic for one of our technicians to visit your farm and take the necessary feed samp  les from
balage, silage or hay required for lab analysis. Ev  ery feed sample analysed will come with a report, p  roviding

you the knowledge on how to best utilise your suppl ement feed this spring.

Contact VetSouth Gore today to book your feed sampl  ing
(03) 203 9220

feed
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